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HEALTH INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS ACT

• Provides authority for the Department of Health to collect health data.

• Created for the purpose of assisting NM Dept of Health, legislature, and 
other agencies and organizations in the state’s efforts in collecting, 
analyzing, and disseminating health information to assist:

1. Performance of health planning and policymaking functions, including 
identifying personnel, facility, education and other resource needs and 
allocating financial, personnel, and other resources where appropriate

2. Consumers in making informed decisions regarding health care

3. Administering, monitoring, and evaluating a statewide health plan.



• Each year, an annual report on inpatient hospitalizations is published.

• Prior to SB 323, data was only able to be published at a county level due to 
confidentiality requirements.

• With SB 323 in place, the Department of Health may publish data at a 
facility level.

HEALTH INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS ACT



2014 2015

Number of Records with Missing Primary 
Diagnosis

752 51

Number of Records with Invalid Gender 
Values

69 0

Number of Records with Invalid Primary 
Payer Information

1,604 1,487

Number of Records with Invalid Race and/or 
Ethnicity Values

288 55

HEALTH INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS ACT



All rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. standard population

Discharge rates by Age & Sex     
New Mexico, 2014



DISCHARGE RATES
from National 

Center for Health 
Statistics

All rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. standard population



PUBLIC HEALTH ACT

• Under this act, the NM Dept of Health has the authority to investigate, 
control, and abate the causes of disease, especially epidemics, sources 
of mortality and other conditions of public health.

• Data is used for ongoing surveillance of diseases, Emergency Dept

utilization, and other measures.

• Currently collecting 80 data elements.

• Each year an annual report on emergency department admissions is 
published.

• Data is currently available on NM-IBIS.



RATE OF EMERGENCY DEPT ADMISSIONS 
by Health Region, New Mexico, 2014



SYNDROMIC SURVEILLANCE          
IN NEW MEXICO

• 27 out of 36 Emergency Departments have been “onboarded” and 
provide electronic ED data to NMDOH (as of August 2016)

• New Mexico participates in the National Syndromic Surveillance 
Program along with 34 other jurisdictions

• Variables include date and time of visit, age, sex, chief complaint, zip 
code of patient, facility ID, diagnosis, ED Disposition

• Records are (currently) de-identified

• ED Facilities register at http://www.nmhit.org, the NMDOH Health 
Information Technology website, for onboarding



DATA USAGE

• NM-IBIS (New Mexico Indicator-Based Information System)

• Publicly accessible website that serves as a public health data 
resource.

• Both hospitalization and emergency department data are available 
on the website.

• Public users can query the datasets by diagnosis groupings, patient 
residence, age groups, etc.





• Epidemiology Reports

• Monthly reports on a multitude of health topics.

• Published by epidemiologists and evaluators at the 
Department of Health.

DATA USAGE



Amphetamine-Related Emergency Department Visits 
by Age and Sex, NM, 2010-2014

Young working age adults and 
males, as well as southern 
counties had the highest rates 
of amphetamine-related 
ED visits  across all 5 years.



New Changes to SB 323
HEALTH INFORMATION SYSTEMS ACT

• 52nd Legislature in 2015

• Three major changes to the Health Information Systems Act

• Formation of an advisory committee

• Ability to release data at a facility level

• Creation of a publicly, accessible website for health data           
by January 1, 2018



ADVISORY COMMITTEE

• The final rules outlining committee membership and 
responsibilities were published in the New Mexico Register 
on February 12, 2016

• A committee was appointed by the Secretary of Health and 
the first meeting occurred on June 2, 2016.

• All meeting notices and agendas can be found on 
www.nmhealth.org

http://www.nmhealth.org/


FACILITY LEVEL DATA DISSEMINATION
Health Indicators

• The advisory committee has been reviewing potential health indicators that 
can be released at a facility level.

• Review of health indicators with standardized methods of measurement.

• Review of health indicators that are disseminated by other jurisdictions at 
a facility level.

• Potential health indicators under consideration:

• 30-day Readmission Rate (risk-adjusted)

• Patient Safety Indicators as published by the Agency for Healthcare 
Research & Quality (AHRQ)

• Health Care Associated Infections not listed under PSIs



PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE WEBSITE
Cost and Quality

• Proposed cost definition:

• The average cost represents the amount paid by the insurance 
company and includes the patient's out of pocket expenses.

• Potential Methods for Calculating or Estimating Cost:

• All Payers Claims Database (APCD)

• Cost-to-Charge Ratio

• Payment Structure (as defined by Medicare)



• The committee recommended that a claims based 
approach to calculating/estimating cost was the best 
approach. 

• At the next meeting in October, the committee will 
evaluate if an All Payers Claims Database (APCD) is 
recommended or if there is a commercial product that is 
better suited for cost data collection.

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE WEBSITE
Cost and Quality



• The committee has been evaluating websites that publish cost data. 

• Reviewed websites include:

• Maine Compare website (http://www.comparemaine.org/)

• New Hampshire Health Cost website (http://nhhealthcost.nh.gov/)

• Colorado Price Compare website (https://www.comedprice.org/#/home)

• Utah Health Scape website (http://utahhealthscape.org/)

• Wisconsin Price Point website (http://www.wipricepoint.org/)

• The committee has recommended that the top two websites were Maine and New 
Hampshire.  At the meeting in October, a top choice will be recommended. 

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE WEBSITE
Cost and Quality

http://www.comparemaine.org/
http://nhhealthcost.nh.gov/
https://www.comedprice.org/#/home
http://utahhealthscape.org/
http://www.wipricepoint.org/


• Changes to the Health Information Systems Act to provide data to 
the public at the facility level.

• NM Dept of Health uses inpatient hospitalization data and 
emergency department data for a multitude of purposes including 
conduct surveillance on health issues affecting New Mexicans.

• Advisory Committee to make recommendations on carrying out 
provisions of the Health Information Systems Act.

• Monthly meetings address topics such as health indicators that can 
be released at a facility level and the design of a public website for 
providing healthcare cost and quality data.

SUMMARY



THANK YOU!


